
Homily May 8, 2022 
Fourth Sunday of Easter (Mother’s Day) Cycle C 

Deacon Tim Stevenson 

 

 1 
 

Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me.” 

The first voice you ever heard is likely your mom’s voice. Science tells us: 

- At 5 weeks into your pregnancy, your inner ear began to develop 

- At 16 – 22 weeks, you began hearing sounds, like your mother’s heart inside her body 

- At 23 weeks, you began hearing sounds from the outside world (like a dog barking), 

and you were able to begin responding to your mother’s voice 

- At 32 – 35 weeks, all the parts of your ears were completely formed, and your hearing 

continued to be fine-tuned 

- And on the day of your birth, it is likely that you already knew your mother’s voice 

and could identify her voice from other voices. 

I know everyone’s experience is not the same. Shelley and I adopted our oldest son, and 

we have friends who were adopted. 

But regardless of whether she is your biological or adopted mother, it’s remarkable that 

when you think about something your mom said, you will hear her voice in your mind, as if it 

was just moments ago. 

Scripture tells us that the sheep follow the shepherd, because they know his voice. Can 

we follow Jesus well, if we do not know his voice well? 

Jesus says that his sheep, his disciples, those who are on their way to heaven, “know” 

him and he “knows” them. Jesus also said there are goats as well as sheep, and they do not know 

him, and he does not know them. Jesus is speaking of a personal knowledge, not just factual 

knowledge. 

We can read or hear information about someone. We can learn when they were born, 

where they lived, who their family was, and what they did in life, but never really “know” them. 

It’s not until we spend time with someone, listening to them, and establishing a friendship or 

relationship with them, that we can really know them. Do you know about Jesus, or do you know 

Jesus? 

Jesus gives his grace to all to know him; but some people put up obstacles and do not 

want to know and believe. On this, St. Thomas Aquinas explained, “I can see, thanks to the light 

of the sun; but if I close my eyes, I cannot see; this is no fault of the sun, it is my own fault, 

because by closing my eyes, I prevent the sunlight from reaching me.” 
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Our will ought to be one with an open heart and mind to receive the graces, so to know 

Christ and his voice better and better. 

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, left his followers shepherds to continue his mission on earth. 

This handing on of the primary shepherd began with Peter and has continued to this day. 

Before the Ascension, the risen Christ made Peter the shepherd of his flock, the Church’s 

guide. We heard this proclaimed in last weekend’s Gospel, where Jesus also prophesied that as a 

shepherd, Peter would die for his flock, just as Jesus did. 

Last weekend we heard Jesus say to Peter, “…when you grow old, you will stretch out 

your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go. [Jesus] 

said this signifying by what kind of death [Peter] would glorify God.” Peter did die with his 

hands outstretched. Peter laid down his life and was crucified like Jesus. 

It's very difficult to get to know someone without some silence. And finding silence is a 

definitely a challenge today. The next time you’re at a sports bar and grill, just count the number 

of TV screens mounted to the wall and ceiling. Or look at all the noise available on those “smart 

phones”. 

Years ago, Shelley and I went to a Matthew Kelly event in Appleton and at one point 

Matthew spoke about the value of silence for hearing God’s voice. He asked the packed church, 

“How many of you turn the radio on when you get in and start your car?” Lots of people raised 

their hands and Matthew said, “No you don’t! Your radio is already turned on when you start 

your car. You never turn your radio off.”  

To know someone requires us to be present with them and hear them. There is no other 

way to get beyond just knowing about Jesus and to know the voice of Jesus without some 

silence. Our prayer must include time for silence, a time to hear God’s voice speaking to us. 

With practice, his voice becomes more familiar. And silent prayer after receiving Holy 

Communion is powerful! 

Imagine the world where more people not only knew about Jesus the shepherd, but really 

knew the shepherd's voice and followed him. 

If we don't know Jesus’ voice, can we be sure we know and desire to do the Father's will, 

when we pray “thy will be done” in the Lord's Prayer? Not knowing the shepherd’s voice makes 

it too easy to desire our own will be done, rather than desiring Our Father’s will be done. 
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Without knowing Jesus’ voice well, we live in a dimly lit world, and we risk becoming a 

sheep who wonders from his flock. At the end of one of my favorite Matthew Kelly CDs he 

makes a passionate plea saying, “If you do just one thing with your life … get to know The 

Shepherd!” …  “If you do just one thing with your life … get to know The Shepherd!” 

On this Mother’s Day, consider the voice of our spiritual mother’s last words recorded in 

Scripture. No better spiritual direction has ever been spoken to those who know the shepherd’s 

voice. At the Wedding in Cana our Blessed Mother said, “Do whatever he tells you.” 

 


